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ABSTRACT

This article examines the importance of creative thinking as a key
factor in the rapid development of modern countries and highlights
its role in achieving educational and societal progress. It emphasizes
that fostering creativity among students can significantly contribute
to national development and help position Uzbekistan among
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the concept of creativity, its characteristics, types, and significance in

education, as well as the methods for developing creative potential in Keywords: creativity, creative
both students and teachers. It also discusses the role of pedagogical thinking, Big “C”, little “c”,
creativity and concludes that creativity is essential for achieving high ability, innovation, pedagogy.
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In the context of rapid globalization, technological advancement, and the transition toward a
knowledge-based economy, the role of education has significantly expanded. Today, education is not
limited to the transmission of knowledge and skills; it is increasingly focused on developing individuals
who are capable of independent thinking, problem-solving, and innovation. In this regard, creativity has
emerged as one of the most important competencies required for both personal success and societal
progress. Modern societies demand individuals who can adapt to changing conditions, generate new ideas,
and approach challenges from unconventional perspectives. Therefore, fostering creativity within the
education system has become a global priority.

Creative thinking plays a crucial role in shaping a competitive and dynamic generation that can
contribute to scientific, technological, and economic development. Countries that have achieved significant
progress in recent decades have done so largely by investing in education systems that promote innovation,
critical thinking, and creativity. These countries recognize that creativity is not an innate talent limited to a
few individuals, but a skill that can be developed through appropriate teaching methods, supportive
environments, and continuous practice. As a result, educational reforms around the world increasingly
emphasize student-centered approaches, interdisciplinary learning, and the integration of modern

technologies to enhance creative potential.
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In Uzbekistan, ongoing educational reforms and modernization processes also highlight the
importance of developing creative and independent thinkers. The integration of innovative pedagogical
approaches into teaching and learning processes is essential for preparing students to meet the demands of
the 21st century. In particular, the development of creative thinking among primary school students is of
great importance, as this stage lays the foundation for future intellectual and personal growth. Encouraging
curiosity, imagination, and active participation in learning from an early age helps students become
confident, motivated, and capable of exploring new ideas.

Furthermore, the role of teachers in fostering creativity cannot be overstated. Teachers are not only
transmitters of knowledge but also facilitators of learning who create conditions for students to express
themselves, experiment, and think freely. A creative approach to teaching involves the use of innovative
methods, interacttive activities, and problem-based learning strategies that engage students and stimulate
their interest. It also requires teachers to continuously develop their own creative potential through
professional learning, research, and collaboration.

Thus, the relevance of this topic lies in the growing need to integrate creativity into the education
system as a key factor for improving educational quality and ensuring sustainable development. By
exploring the theoretical foundations of creativity and identifying effective ways to develop it in educational
settings, this study aims to contribute to the enhancement of pedagogical practices and the formation of a
creative, forward-thinking generation.

Creativity, derived from the word “create,” meaning to produce or generate, refers to an individual’s
ability to develop new and original ideas and is considered an essential component of intellectual and
personal development. It manifests in a person’s thinking, communication, emotions, and activities,
reflecting both their overall personality and specific traits. Creativity is closely connected with imagination
and innovation, as it enables individuals to approach problems from different perspectives and produce
unique solutions. Modern advancements such as 3D printing, virtual reality, and innovative agricultural
techniques clearly demonstrate how human imagination and creative thinking can transform ideas into
reality. Creative individuals tend to interpret even simple objects in diverse ways, seeing multiple
possibilities where others might see only one, which highlights the flexible and dynamic nature of creative
thought.

Creativity is especially evident in children, as they naturally possess curiosity, imagination, and a
strong desire to explore the world around them. However, without proper guidance and support, this natural
potential may not develop into lasting creative ability. Therefore, it is crucial to encourage children to ask
questions, think independently, and engage in exploratory activities while also recognizing and supporting
their individual interests and talents. At the same time, certain factors can hinder the development of
creativity, including fear of taking risks, rigid thinking patterns, lack of appreciation for imagination,
excessive dependence on others, and an overemphasis on achieving only perfect results. Overcoming these
barriers is essential for nurturing a creative mindset.

Creativity can be broadly categorized into two types: Big “C” creativity and little “c” creativity. Big
“C” creativity refers to outstanding achievements that have a significant impact on society, such as scientific
discoveries, technological innovations, or masterpieces in art, and usually requires a high level of expertise,
deep knowledge, and recognition. In contrast, little “c” creativity represents everyday creativity, which
involves finding simple yet effective solutions to daily problems, organizing tasks innovatively, or
expressing originality in routine activities. While Big “C” creativity is rare, little “c” creativity is accessible
to everyone and plays a crucial role in everyday life.

In the context of education, creative thinking is a fundamental skill that enhances students’ ability
to learn effectively, solve problems, and generate new ideas. It increases motivation, engagement, and the
practical application of knowledge, making the learning process more meaningful and dynamic. Creative
thinking is not limited to students; it is equally important for teachers, as their ability to adopt innovative
teaching methods directly influences the quality of education. Teachers who integrate creativity into their
lessons can create more engaging and interactive learning environments, use problem-based and
collaborative approaches, and encourage students to think critically and independently. In today’s world,
where originality and innovation are highly valued, creative individuals stand out in all professional fields,
including education, design, media, and technology.

A teacher’s creative potential is a crucial factor in the success of the educational process, as it
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reflects their ability to innovate, adapt, and inspire students. This potential develops gradually through
continuous learning, research, collaboration, and self-reflection. Teachers who actively engage in
professional development, explore new teaching strategies, and share experiences with colleagues are more
likely to enhance their creative abilities. Creative teaching requires flexibility, openness to new ideas, and
a willingness to experiment, as well as the ability to create a supportive and stimulating learning
environment.

The development of creativity in education can be effectively supported through various methods,
including problem-based learning, project-based activities, research-oriented tasks, collaborative work, and
the integration of modern technologies. These approaches not only foster creativity but also help develop
critical thinking, analytical skills, and independence. Engaging in research and creative projects allows both
teachers and students to deepen their understanding, explore new ideas, and apply knowledge in practical
contexts, thereby promoting lifelong learning.

A creative teacher demonstrates a wide range of essential professional and personal competencies
that enable them to effectively organize the educational process and foster students’ intellectual growth.
Such a teacher is capable of clearly understanding and defining the essence of a problem, analyzing it from
multiple perspectives, and developing a well-structured plan for its solution. They skillfully apply various
methods such as analysis, synthesis, induction, deduction, and comparison to ensure effective outcomes. In
addition, a creative teacher is able to select the most appropriate strategies for solving pedagogical
problems, justify their decisions logically, and continuously evaluate and refine their approaches. An
important aspect of their activity is the ability to conduct small-scale research, explore innovative ideas,
and document the process and results in a systematic way. Moreover, creative teachers are open to new
experiences, adaptable to changing educational environments, and committed to lifelong learning. Their
participation in scientific research and creative projects not only enhances their professional competence
but also strengthens their ability to think critically and innovatively. As a result, they become active
contributors to the development of educational practices, capable of integrating advanced pedagogical
experiences and modern technologies into their teaching. This, in turn, allows them to create a dynamic,
engaging, and student-centered learning environment that supports creativity, independence, and problem-
solving skills among learners.

In conclusion, creativity serves as a fundamental pillar in the development of modern education
systems and the overall progress of society. In an era characterized by rapid technological advancement
and global competition, the ability to think creatively and act innovatively has become a crucial requirement
for success. Therefore, fostering creative thinking among young people is not only an educational objective
but also a strategic priority for national development. By nurturing creativity in students from an early age,
education systems can prepare individuals who are capable of generating new ideas, adapting to challenges,
and contributing to various fields such as science, technology, economics, and culture. Furthermore, the
role of teachers in this process is indispensable, as they serve as facilitators and role models in developing
students’ creative potential. Supporting teachers’ professional growth, encouraging innovative teaching
practices, and creating a conducive educational environment are key factors in achieving this goal.
Countries that prioritize creativity in education have already demonstrated significant progress and
competitiveness on the global stage. For Uzbekistan, integrating creativity into teaching and learning
processes, promoting research and innovation, and developing a culture of independent and critical thinking
are essential steps toward sustainable development. Ultimately, creativity not only enhances individual
capabilities but also drives societal transformation, economic growth, and the formation of a progressive,
knowledge-based society.
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